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Manuela Paul-Cavallier is a French craftswoman o has engaged in gold

ornamentation. She learned techniques of ancestral wood gilding in Firenze,
Italy where she lived around 10 years. She has also engaged in restoration
of cultural property for 25 years recognized by the French Musees Nationaux
as a gilt restorer. Now she creates her contemporary abstract arts using raw
pigments and gold leaf with the ancestral knowledge in Paris. Paul-Cavallier

at “Villa Kujoyama,” a facility for French artists in Yamashina Ward,

stayes

hed traditiona

Kyoto, for three months starting from October 2014. She researc

craftwork industry of Japan and created works in collaboration with gold leaf

craftsmen and calligraphers of Kyoto there. She was also able to lear

Japanese sense of beauty written in “In Praise of Shado by Junichirou

Tanizaki or “The Book of Tea” by Tenshin Okakura which was big impetus for
going to Japan and highly inspired her creation. Because of that, an exhibition
of M
held at the Hakusasonso Hashimotokansetsu Garden and Museum in Kyoto i

uela Paul-Cavallier titled “Shadows and light, a vibrating emotion” was

ctober 2015. Approximately 30 works were displayed and 21 hanging scrol

d while in

works among them were influenced by calligraphy that she lea

on synthetic fiber

Kyoto. One of outstanding exhibits was a work with g
canvases. a round objet suspended from the ceiling whose brightness was

changed by effects of the wind on its gilt surface




